
We can transform our state, one child at a time.

Through the powerful Louisiana Tuition Donation Credit Program, Arete Scholars 

is expanding access to a quality, K-12 education across Louisiana and 

empowering thousands of marginalized children with the opportunity to attend the 

elementary schools and high schools of their dreams. Arete provides need-based 

tuition scholarships for children in poverty, so they can attend the school that will 

best prepare them academically, emotionally, spiritually, and, ultimately, for life. 

Since 2010, large foundations and Fortunate 500 companies to small business 

owners and everyday folks have helped Arete Scholars award nearly 12,000 K-12 

scholarships worth over $55 million. Through our program, you can continue this 

impactful mission of allowing children to achieve a life of virtue and to realize their 

full potential. In return for a donation, the state of Louisiana immediately 

eliminates 95% of a taxpayer's liability; meaning, it costs a nickel to give a dollar. 

Never before has it been easier to leverage your tax dollars to create such a 

positive and profound impact in the life of a child. 

Thank you for your consideration and for wanting to learn more.

For more information, please contact Arete Scholars

(225) 747-0828 or visit www.aretescholars.org

WHY JUST PAY YOUR 
TAXES WHEN YOU CAN 
PAY THEM FORWARD 



WHO IS ARETE SCHOLARS?

Arete is a nonprofit that exists to ensure that every child has the 

resources and the opportunity to reach their greatest potential and 

to realize their dreams. Arete is a Greek term that signifies a life of 

excellence and virtue, where a child discovers their gifts and 

achieves what they were created to do. As one of the largest, 

oldest, and most experienced scholarship organizations in the 

southeastern United States, Arete has awarded over 12,000 K-12 

scholarships and over $55 million to students in 10 states, primarily 

in Louisiana and Georgia. Scholarships are funded through state  

tax credit programs like Louisiana's Tuition Donation Credit (TDC).

HOW DOES THE TAX CREDIT PROGRAM WORK?

The Louisiana Tuition Donation Credit  allows you to donate your 

state income taxes to an approved nonprofit like Arete Scholars. 

Arete awards scholarships to children in poverty to attend the K-12 

schools of their dreams. In return for your donation, you receive a 

95% tax credit that is uncapped and earned immediately. 

WHAT WOULD MOTIVATE THE STATE TO DO THIS?

Low-income students historically underperform as a group, 

with lower graduation rates and fewer career options. Tax credit 

scholarships change the narrative by granting new opportunities, 

proven to help children succeed. By setting scholarship amounts 

lower than the state’s per pupil cost, the program also saves the 

state significant money. Improved outcomes for students at a 

lower cost for taxpayers means everyone wins.

WHO ARE YOUR CORPORATE PARTNERS?

Businesses have generously supported our efforts. Some of our 

larger partners include Augusta National Golf Club, Walgreens, 

Waste Management, Dollar General, Staples, Gap, and Chick-fil-A. 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO DONATE?

Any business or individual that pays Louisiana income tax is 

eligible for a 95% tax credit for a donation to Arete. Donations are 

accepted anytime, but the income tax credit is earned when a 

donation is made. Thus, if the donation is made in December 

2021, the credit applies for the 2021 tax year. A donation in 

January 2022 would apply for the 2022 tax year. Any unused 

credit may be carried forward for another three years.

DO THESE SCHOLARSHIPS WORK AT PUBLIC SCHOOLS?

No, there is no tuition cost at traditional public schools and 

charter schools. In the case of Arete scholarships, students may 

take our funding to independent schools where their parents 

could never afford to send their children without the assistance 

of the Arete scholarship. Ultimately, Arete believes that all 

children deserve a great education, regardless of the type of 

schools their parents choose. Understanding that one-size-fits-

all solutions are seldom best, this tax credit scholarship 

program puts the power of choice into the hands of parents, who 

know their children best, so they can choose the school that 

most meets the needs of their children. 

HOW DO I INVEST IN THIS PROGRAM?

Complete the Louisiana donation commitment form online at 

aretescholars.org/donate, and we’ll contact you regarding 

payment options. You may donate by check, credit card, wire 

transfer, appreciated stock, and other convenient avenues. 

Arete only retains 5% of a donation for administrative and 

operational expenses, which is among the lowest in the nonprofit 

sector anywhere in the country. 

For more information, please contact Arthur Dupre, President of 

Arete Scholars, at adupre@aretescholars.org or at 504-710-1132.

Donation Timeline

JANUARY – DECEMBER 2021

Taxpayer makes a tax credit scholarship 

donation to Arete Scholars for 2021 tax year.

FEBRUARY – JUNE 2022

Arete processes scholarship applications 

and awards need-based tuition 

scholarships to children for the 2022-23 

school year.

JANUARY 2022

Arete receives donor's tax 

credit receipt  (Form R-10604) 

from the Louisiana 

Department of Education and 

provides receipt back to 

donor.

END OF TAX YEAR

Taxpayer files 2021 Louisiana tax 

return, includes tax credit receipt, and 

receives a credit of 95% against the 

donor's Louisiana income tax liability. 


